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Introduction’

The Constitution of India is not an end but a means to an end, not
mere democracy as a political project but a socio-juridical process which
opens up through a humanist, radical social order, and the opportunity to
unfold the full personhood of every citizen. The nation was committed to a
socio economic revolution not only to secure the basic needs of the
common man and economic unity of the country but also to bring about a
fundamental change in the structure of Indian society in accordance with the

egalitarian principles.

The Constitution was framed by its makers keeping in view the
situations and conditions prevailing at the time of its making; but being a
permanent document, it has been conceived in a manner so as to endure in

situations and conditions which might continue to arise in future. The words
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and expressions used in the Constitution, in that sense, have no fixed
meaning and must receive interpretation based on the experience of the
people in the course of working of the Constitution. '

Therefore, while interpreting the Constitution one must consider not
merely logic and context of the Constitution, but the history of the nation,
its customs, and accepted standards of right conduct. All this cumulatively
shapes the progress and are the factors which singly or in combination
should shape the growth of constitutional law. The social interest served by
certainty must then be balanced against the social interest served by equity
and fairness or other elements of social welfare. On this aspect, Justice
Holmes’s words on interpretation of the American Constitution" are apt and

prophetic—

“When we are dealing with words that are also a
constituent Act, like the Constitution of the United
States, we must realize that they have called into
life a being the development of which could not
have been foreseen completely by the most gifted of
its begetters. It was enough for them to realize or 10
hope that they had created an organism; it has taken
a century and cost their successors much sweat and
blood to prove that they created a nation. The case
before us must be considered in the light of our
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